
Terms and Conditions 
  

1. Introduction 
1.1. The Young Reporters for the Environment (YRE) competition is an international 

competition organised by Foundation for Environmental Education Limited, a limited 
company registered in England with registration number 4752279, charity number 
1148274 and registered office at 74 The Close, Norwich, NR1 4DR (“FEE”), asking 
Participants to investigate environmental issues and problems and propose solutions 
through investigative reporting, photographic or video journalism (“Competition”). 

1.2. Further information on the Competition can be accessed via FEE’s website 
1.3. “Submissions” means any article, photograph, or video which meets all the relevant 

international acceptance criteria set out in clause 5. 
1.4. All Submissions must be in the English language, or have English subtitles in the case 

of a video submission. 
1.5. “National Operator” means the relevant FEE national member organisation running 

the Competition at national level in its member country and is included in the full list 
of FEE national member organisations via YRE website. 

1.6. A “Participant” means a person who enters the Competition as a sole individual or 
through their school, college, university or youth group. 

1.7. By registering, you confirm that you have read and unconditionally agree to all of these 
Terms and Conditions and that you accept any and all of FEE’s decisions regarding 
the Competition as final and binding in all respects. This does not affect your statutory 
rights. 

 

2. Eligibility 
2.1. Subject to the other provisions of these Terms and Conditions, participation in the 

Competition is open to any person who is aged 11-21 on the date of their Submission 
to the National Operator (“Eligible Participant”). 

2.2. Where an Eligible Participant enters a Submission as part of a group, the oldest 
Eligible Participant of the group shall be the relevant age for the purposes of clause 
2.1. 

2.3. Eligible Participants are not entitled to enter the Competition if they are resident in a 
country or jurisdiction where the Competition may breach a law or regulation. Where 
this applies, FEE’s invitation to enter the Competition in such country/jurisdiction is 
withdrawn. 

 

3. Registration 
3.1. Eligible Participants wishing to participate in the Competition must contact their 

National Operator to register with YRE. 
3.2. Eligible Participants can join YRE at any time during the year. 
3.3. An Eligible Participant may only register once for entry into the Competition.  

 

4. Competition Process 
4.1. Each Participant will be required to send their Submission to their National Operator 

for the national competition.  
4.2. Participants may enter up to one Submission to the Competition in each of the three 

forms (article incl. theme International Collaboration, photograph, or video).  
4.3. Submissions must be original and must not have been entered in any previous 

Competitions. 
4.4. Submissions must be received by the National Operator on or before midnight (GMT) 

on 31 March 2016. Submissions received after this will not be accepted. 
4.5. Submissions shall be judged in each age category (aged 11-14, aged 15-18, and aged 

19-21) and the National Operator will select a winning article, photograph, and video 
in each age category based on the Judging Criteria set out in clause 6. 



4.6. National Operators will forward the winning article, photograph or photographic essay, 
or video for each age category to the international competition to be considered by the 
international jury on or before midnight (GMT) 30 April 2016. Submissions received 
after this will not be accepted. 

4.7. The international jury will judge the Submissions based on the Judging Criteria set out 
in clause 6 on or before 31 May 2016.  

4.8. The international jury will select a winning article (incl. theme International 
Collaboration), photograph, and video in each age category, as well as a runner up, 
or runners up. The jury is at liberty not to award in the case of too few Submissions 
and to give more than one award in the case of exceptional Submissions in one or 
more age categories. 

4.9. The winning Submissions of the Competition shall be announced on, or no later than, 
World Environment Day on 5 June 2016. 

4.10. Subject to the remaining provisions of these Terms and Conditions, the winning 
Submissions shall be presented at YRE and published on the FEE website or other 
social network services. 

 

5. Acceptance Criteria 
5.1. Failure to meet the international acceptance criteria in this clause 5 will result in 

disqualification. 
5.2. Submissions must include: 

5.2.1. The name of the author(s);  
5.2.2. Their age on the day of submission to the National Operator; 
5.2.3. The name of their registered school or group;  
5.2.4. Their country of residence and registration, which may differ;  
5.2.5. They must also, at minimum:  

a. be the correct length, size and format, etc; see clauses 5.3, 5.4 and 5.5 below  
b. be submitted in written or spoken English, or have English subtitles in the 

case of video  
c. be focused on a pertinent (real and current) local issue  
d. concentrate on possible solutions or present existing possible solution 

through an expert (different local stakeholders)  
e. have been disseminated to a local audience  
f. pictures and music which are not original and used in the Article and the Video 

must be accredited and have permission for usage.  
5.3. A submission in the form of an article must not exceed 1,000 words in length and may 

include illustrations and photographs. The source of all non-original illustrations must 
be given. An interesting title of not more than 100 characters is recommended, for 
compatibility with Twitter. Articles must be sent digitally in Microsoft Word or .pdf 
format with accompanying pictures following the photographic guidelines below. 
Original photographs should also be sent separately and adhere to the criteria set out 
in clause 5.4. Maximum three pictures are allowed with captions of maximum 20 words 
for each.  

5.4. A single photograph can be submitted. Photographic entries must either tell a story, 
or if it’s a reflection piece, the text attached to it must make sense of what the story is 
in relation to photo and be accompanied by a title (preferably of no more than 140 
characters) and a short caption of no more than 150 words to explain the link with 
environmental sustainability and/or a solution to the problem and/or issue. 
Photographs must be submitted digitally as .jpg, .png, .tif, or .gif format with a 
preferable resolution of not less than 150-300 dp.  

5.5. A submission in the form of a video must be no more than 3 minutes long and in 
documentary or reporter/interview style (recommended) or public service 
announcement (PSA) is allowed. A video must be accompanied by a title (preferably 
of no more than 140 characters). The format must be compatible with YouTube, i.e.: 

5.5.1. WebM files - Vp8 video codec and Vorbis Audio codecs  



5.5.2. .MPEG4, 3GPP and MOV files - Typically supporting h264, mpeg4 video 
 codecs, and AAC audio codec  

5.5.3. .AVI - Many cameras output this format - typically the video codec is MJPEG and 
 audio is PCM  

5.5.4. .MPEGPS - Typically supporting MPEG2 video codec and MP2 audio  
5.5.5. .WMV  
5.5.6. .FLV - Adobe-FLV1 video codec, MP3 audio  

5.6. All submissions must be accompanied by a note describing dissemination to a local 
audience (where it was published, exhibited, shown, broadcast). 

 

6. Judging Criteria 
6.1. Judges may assign a score of 0-5 based on how well the submission meets the criteria 

set out in clauses 6.3 to 6.7 (“Judging Criteria”). Points are: 5, Excellent; 4, Very 
Well; 3, Well; 2, Fairly Well; 1, Qualified; and 0, it does not.  

6.2. Including the Judging Criteria in Submissions is not compulsory but Participants are 
encouraged to meet as many of these additional criteria as possible, to improve 
their work and chances of winning. 

6.3. Composition i.e. form, structure and quality 
6.3.1. The submission has to be well-structured and in the case of articles and videos 

cover  who, what, where, why, when, and how 
6.3.2. The article or video has to have a beginning, middle and end  
6.3.3. In the case of photographs and video, the picture/video technically and 

 artistically has to be well done i.e. is it well composed, of high quality and 
impactful 

6.4. Fair, balanced and objective reporting  
6.4.1. The piece (article or video) has to be balanced and fair in terms of representing 

different  sides of an argument prior to offering a suggestion of potential solution  
6.4.2. The quotes have to be used from real, credible, sources 
6.4.3. Scientific or statistical reporting has to be accurate and supported by 

sources/footnotes  
6.4.4. The photograph or video has to be a fair representation, i.e. the subject or 

audience has  not been manipulated. Editorial alternations to photos or video 
(including but not limited colour, contrast, definition, shadows, highlights, cropping, 
levelling, etc.) are permissible, as long as these alternations do NOT alter the 
reality of the subject or object of the photo/video.  

6.5. Informative and well researched  
6.5.1. The submission has to cover relevant historical, economic, social and/or political 

 implications and possible consequences  
6.5.2. It has to make a link to the bigger global picture?  
6.5.3. The suggested solution presented has to be thoroughly explained, well argued, 

and justified  
6.5.4. The use of illustration, pictures, supporting paragraphs, subtitles, etc, well 

 thought through  
6.6. Originality, style and independence   

6.6.1. The piece is original in its scope or style i.e. has the participant picked a 
 challenging topic or created an innovative or moving piece  

6.6.2. Participants have to leave the school grounds i.e. engage in field work and 
 interview people in person as well as on the telephone, not just use or quote 
 online sources  

6.7. Dissemination 
6.7.1. Dissemination through min three media outlets, events including internal school 

channels  
6.7.2. Participants needs to state the dissemination (genre of media outlet etc.).  

 



7. Permissions 
7.1. If an Eligible Participant is under 18 years of age, they must obtain the permission of 

their parent or guardian before entering the Competition. 
7.2. If the Submission contains any material or elements that are not owned by the 

Participant and/or which are subject to the rights of third parties, and/or if any persons 
appear in the Submission, the Participant is responsible for obtaining, prior to entry of 
the Submission, any and all releases and consents necessary to permit the exhibition 
and use of the Submission in the manner set out in these Terms & Conditions without 
additional compensation. 

 

8. Intellectual Property 
8.1. Copyright in all Submissions to the Competition remains with the respective 

Participants. However, each Participant grants a worldwide, irrevocable, perpetual 
licence to FEE to feature any or all of the Submissions in any of its publications, its 
websites and/or in any promotional material connected to the Competition. 

8.2. Participants must hold the necessary rights to grant the licence contemplated in these 
Terms and Conditions. 

8.3. Participants agree to allow FEE to (without any remuneration) use, represent, and 
reproduce their name, image, biography and words for any purpose in connection with 
the promotion of the Competition and/or FEE (including without limitation, in 
conjunction with any Submission) by all means, in any kind of medium and format and 
in any territory. 

8.4. Participants agree to only include content in their Submission which is entirely of that 
Participant’s own creation and does not in any way infringe the intellectual property 
rights of any other person.  

8.5. Any Submission to the Competition which is not the original creation of the appropriate 
Participant and/or in any way infringes the intellectual property rights of another 
person may still be evaluated by FEE but will not be ineligible to win.  

 

9. Privacy Statement 
9.1. FEE will collect your personal information for the purposes of conducting and 

managing the Competition and communicating with Participants in relation to the 
Competition. All personal information will be properly safeguarded and processed in 
accordance with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998. 

9.2. FEE will not keep personal data relating to Participants for longer than is necessary. 
Data relating to Participants will be retained by FEE for a reasonable period after the 
Competition closes to assist FEE in operating competitions in a consistent manner 
and to deal with any queries relating to the Competition. 

 

10. General 
10.1. FEE shall not be liable to Participants under or in connection with the Competition for 

any indirect, economic or consequential loss or for any loss of profits, loss of business, 
loss of contracts, loss of use or loss of reputation. 

10.2. FEE reserves the right at its sole discretion to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend 
the Competition in whole or in part at any time. 

10.3. FEE may at its sole discretion disqualify a Participant from participating further in the 
Competition if the Participant shows a disregard for these Terms and Conditions or 
acts in any unsporting or disruptive manner. 

10.4. If any provision of these Terms and Conditions is declared by any court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, the validity, legality and 
enforceability of the remaining provisions contained in these Terms and Conditions 
will not be affected or impaired in any way. 

10.5. FEE reserves the right to, upon notice to Participants, unilaterally amend these Terms 
and Conditions from time to time. 



10.6. These Terms and Conditions shall be interpreted in accordance with and governed by 
the laws of England and Wales and any dispute arising out of or in connection with 
them will be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the English courts. 

 


